The Ultimate Business Network

•

BCC launches awards to recognise vital role SMEs play in economic recovery

•

£50,000 worth of cash prizes on offer

GROWING BRITISH BUSINESSES URGED TO ENTER
LEADING AWARDS
The best businesses in Britain are being encouraged to demonstrate the UK’s
entrepreneurship by entering a prestigious award – as well as a chance to share in
£50,000 worth of cash prizes.
The British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) has launched its successful Chamber
Awards 2011 to help reward and recognise the most innovative businesses across the
UK that are playing such a vital role in the country’s economic recovery.
This year’s awards come in the BCC’s ‘Year for Growth’, when it is focusing on helping
increase private sector expansion by campaigning to remove the barriers to business
growth.
President Neville Reyner, CBE DL, said: “Hard-working small and medium-sized
businesses are providing the backbone for our economic recovery. There are some
remarkable and innovative companies in Britain, and the Chamber Awards recognise
those firms striving to grow in the face of a tough business environment.
“We need to restore confidence to those business owners that will drive Britain’s
future growth. Working with businesses, local authorities, the Government, European
policy-makers and opinion-formers, we want to remove the barriers companies face
in expanding their businesses. If our small and medium-sized businesses are doing
well – it’s good news for all of us. These awards are designed to reward and recognise
that success.”
Businesses can enter the following categories this year:
•

Business of the Year

•

Most Promising New Business

•

Entrepreneur of the Year

•

Achievement in International Business

•

Excellence in Customer Service

•

Excellence in People Development

•

The Sustainability Award

•

Finding New International Markets

•

Innovation through Technology

All regional winners will go through to the national finals where they could pick up a
national award in their category as well as being in with a chance to collect the award
for the most outstanding business achievement – and its £25,000 prize.
Last year a pioneering engineering company was named as the UK’s Most
Outstanding Business.
Abriox Limited, based in Newport, Wales, scooped the top £25,000 prize, for its
innovative oil and gas pipeline monitoring system MERLIN, which now carefully
checks all the UK’s gas pipelines for corrosion, bringing economic, safety and
environmental benefits.
Abriox MD Neil Summers said: “This award not only recognised our staffs’
contribution to our success – it also sent a great message to our customers
worldwide.”
The awards are backed-up by high profile sponsors including, the Royal Bank of
Scotland, NatWest, BT, Dell, and DHL.
The regional winners will be announced in September, followed by the national
awards ceremony at London’s Connaught Rooms on November 24.
To enter the awards online go to www.chamberawards.co.uk and for any further
information you can contact the Chamber Awards Team on 024 76 47 2593 or email
awards@chamberawards.co.uk. The closing date for entries is June 24.
ENDS
For more information call Liz Slee on 07968 411373 or
email liz@thevitalagency.co.uk
Notes to editors:
The British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) is the national voice of local business.
The BCC sits at the heart of a powerful nationwide network of Accredited Chambers
of Commerce, serving over 100,000 businesses across the UK, which employ over
five million people.
For more information visit: www.britishchambers.org.uk
There are nine categories in the annual Chamber Awards. Most Promising New
Business, sponsored by BT Business, Entrepreneur of the Year, sponsored by BT
Directories, Business of the Year, sponsored by Westfield Health, Innovation Through
Technology, sponsored by Dell, Achievement in International Business, sponsored by
DHL Express, The Sustainability Award, sponsored by the British Standards Institution
(BSI), Excellence in Customer Service, sponsored by AXA PPP healthcare, Excellence
in People Development, sponsored by Composite Legal Expenses and Finding New
International Markets, sponsored by RBS and NatWest. The Award for Outstanding
Business Achievement, sponsored by RBS and NatWest, is awarded to the overall
winner, selected from any category.

